The use of coronary angioplasty devices in carotid endovascular interventions: encouraging results in 21 consecutive patients.
Severe atherosclerotic lesion of carotid artery is the main cause of stroke and transient ischemic attack (TIA). Its incidence may reach 5-7% per annum in patients with carotid artery stenosis higher than 70% with or without symptoms. While time-honored carotid endarterectomy is still regarded as the "gold standard" therapy for most of the patients, carotid angioplasty with stent may be the only alternative to this treatment when endarterectomy is too risky or impossible. Although percutaneous angioplasty has been fully acknowledged as far as coronary or peripheral artery disease is concerned, the issue is still controversial in the endovascular treatment of carotid artery disease with regard to its indications, devices to be used and long-term results. Assessment of risk relating to carotid angioplasty with stent in comparison to carotid endarterectomy continues to be difficult, since materials and methods for this approach have not been standardized yet. Our initial experience in carotid angioplasty with stent performed in 21 consecutive patients by using devices for coronary angioplasty is extremely encouraging.